
Summer Wrap-Up

Greetings Cubs, Alumni and Foundation Supporters,



What another fun year the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools
Foundation has had. To recap, here are a few of our most favorite
and memorable highlights of the year...

We had another successful year of classroom grants and gave
out $9,218.50 throughout the District. We also provided $8000
to the SWHS trapshooting as part of the Pat Odlin endowment.

Awarded over $71,000+ in scholarships to graduating seniors.

Hosted the �rst All-Class Picnic since 2019. We sure loved seeing all of our fellow Cubs!

Added 5 new scholarship partners to our growing scholarship program which allowed us to
provide $16,000 in aid to our graduates.

Lola Ellestad, one of the original 3 members to start the scholarship program & alumni
association, was once again able to present at the 2023 Senior Awards Night Ceremony
(pictured above outside SWHS).

Held the �rst annual Summer Harvest Concert (replacing the Harvest Happening Auction) and
raised the funds needed to provide our annual grants this next year in 2023-2024.

As we re�ect on all that we have accomplished and enjoyed this year, we are �lled with heartfelt
gratitude to each of you who has wholeheartedly supported our mission and enabled us to create
meaningful impact for our children and schools.

We wish you sunny days and cozy evenings as the summer transitions into fall!
Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation - Board of Directors

As always, to share future announcements or information to be included in an upcoming edition of
the newsletter, please e-mail us at: info.swasf@gmail.com. We hope to hear from you! Go Cubs!

Upcoming Board Meetings & Community Events

August 24th, 2024 - Reading and Resources at Cascade Middle School (Back-to-School Event)
September 15th, 2023 --SWASF Board Meeting
November 17th, 2023 --SWASF Board Meeting

The 24-member volunteer board meets on the third Friday of odd-numbered months at the Sedro-
Woolley School District administrative o�ces on Trail Road at 11:00 a.m.

mailto:info.swasf@gmail.com


Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation will be there too!

The Sedro-Woolley School District will again be hosting "Reading & Resources on the Field" from
6–7:30 p.m., August 24 on the �eld between Cascade Middle School and the Sedro-Woolley Boys &
Girls Club.

There will be backpacks stuffed with school supplies from Inspire Church, a Scholastic book fair
hosted by the Evergreen Parent Group where families can purchase affordable books, a bevy of
vehicles from the City of Sedro-Woolley's �eet, as well as information and resources from many
local organizations such as Skagit Transit and the Central Skagit Library. Mary Purcell's Parent
Group will have concessions available! Sedro-Woolley's Boys & Girls Club will also have fun
activities set up for those in attendance! For more information, email swsdcoms@swsd101.org.

mailto:swsdcoms@swsd101.org


Sheri Paulsen & Barbara
Ward Thompson

SWHS Class of 1964 Pat Hyatt & Dani Baird
Russell

Re-Capping the 2023 All-Class Picnic!

After several years of being unable to gather, the All-Class Picnic was back in full swing this year!
We had such a wonderful afternoon visiting with friends and classmates. So much so that we are
already counting down the days until next year's gathering. Mark your calendar, as we can't wait to
see you all again on July 13th, 2024.

A tremendous thank you goes out to Sheri Paulsen (Class of '94), the 2023 All-Class picnic
committee chair. We are so thankful for her hard work and efforts in ensuring this treasured event
returned!

And another big thank you to Mercadie Davis Photography for capturing these amazing photos!
Click the link below to see the entire gallery and save your favorite ones!

https://mercadiedavisphotography.pixieset.com/allclasspicnic/

https://mercadiedavisphotography.pixieset.com/allclasspicnic/


Summer Harvest Concert Success!

On August 5th, 2023 -- the annual Harvest Happenings, a tradition usually reserved for the fall
season, underwent a captivating transformation into the Inaugural Summer Harvest Concert
featuring local Whatcom County band, The Penny Stinkers!

Proceeds raised at the night's event will allow the Foundation to help support our students and
teachers and enhance the education within the Sedro-Woolley School District through our semi-
annual classroom grant program. Since our Foundation's inception, we've proudly awarded over
$430,000+ in grants, re�ecting our commitment to impacting education in our community.

We want to extend our heartfelt appreciation to the event's sponsors, including Stiles & Lehr,
Edward Jones-Nick Van Jaarsveld, and table sponsors such as John Piazza Jr. Construction &
Remodeling, the Olson Family, the Bachmeier Family, Belanger Real Estate, Baird & Russell Team at



John L. Scott, and Doyle Gu�e's Rallye Auto & Truck Sales, along with all of our amazing guests
who helped to make this event a great success. A big thank you is extended to Eaglehaven Winery
for their incredible generosity and hospitality in helping us to host this event.



Thank you to Lora (Weynands) Drasner, SWHS Class of 1983, for her gift of her book, Sunsets, for
each of our guests in attendance at the Summer Harvest Concert.

The total amount of classroom grants awarded in 2023 was $9218.50! With the recent success of
the Summer Harvest Concert, we look forward to being able to award several more grants in 2023-
2024. The �rst round of grant applications will be early fall!

To date, the Sedro-Woolley Alumni and Schools Foundation has awarded over $433,000+ in
Classroom Grants. A link to a lifetime list of our grants can be found here: SWASF Classroom
Grant Awards

https://www.swsd.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01000765/Centricity/Domain/12/Current%20Foundation%20Grant%20List%20as%20of%203.2021.pdf


In 2023, we helped to award over $71,000+ in scholarships to exceptional students from SWHS!

These scholarship awards are being sent all across the state and throughout the nation. Students'
paths in the fall will take them to various destinations, with some choosing to pursue education
close to home, like at Skagit Valley College, while others will attend institutions as far-ranging as
Oregon, California, New Mexico, Nevada, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island.

Another noteworthy accomplishment for the scholarship committee was the successful
establishment of several new partnerships this year. This collaboration allowed us to introduce a
series of brand-new scholarships for the very �rst time, including:

Amanda Proudfoot Memorial Scholarship
HF Sinclair CTE Scholarship
HF Sinclair STEM Scholarship
Skagit Valley Warriors Female Athlete Scholarship
Eastman Family Scholarship
Hampton Family Forest Scholarships

Best wishes to these students and all of our former Cubs as they set off on their next endeavors
after graduation!

Click Here to Make a Donation to Our Scholarship Program!

https://swhsaa.com/cubsgive/


Recently the SWHS Classes of 1980-1986 held a joint class reunion at Eaglehaven. At that event,
they helped to raise money for our scholarship program.

On August 5th, at the Summer Harvest Concert, the SWASF was presented 𝐰𝐢𝐭𝐡 𝐚 𝐜𝐡𝐞𝐜𝐤 𝐟𝐨𝐫 $𝟕𝟓𝟎!!!

We want to thank everyone who contributed to "pay it forward" to help support our future Cubs!
#OnceACubAlwaysACub

If your class is having an event in 2023 - a reunion, happy hour or other social gathering, be SURE
to send it to us to include here in our newsletter or on our Facebook page! We are always happy to
help share information about your event and help get the word out. We love seeing our fellow Cubs
together and having fun!

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/onceacubalwaysacub?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVggjQkIIXL-mC1KUFZJqzeR73FtJzjF1QwwyaUTkeEuNkAlJTWjS8FGjKNQdqDr8EGF7NycqOmdvD6brRBz4iXJWwvA5m8x5k3tqmdj2pSesw7RtXu4RPzeZU21Tx00BwveQ6ezB-5PIh0We7USe-Q3a66tKaXFv9dtnlCGk9t9zp4-mnVJcKwtvv7AwrXki0&__tn__=*NK*F






Jennifer Francis-Schmidt Memorial Scholarship - Kickball Tourney

Proceeds from this event go to bene�t both the Jennifer Francis-Schmidt Memorial Scholarship
and the Sedro-Woolley Fastpitch Program.

Last year 3 scholarships were given out through the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation
in honor of Jennifer Francis-Schmidt.

Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/SWHSCubs


The Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation is a non-pro�t 503(c)(3) that raises, manages and
distributes funds in support of student education in the Sedro-Woolley School District. If you would
like to help support the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation, a list of different ways that
you can help is included below.

1) Visit https://woolleycubs.com/cubsgive to make an online donation.
-You can set-up reoccurring donations, along with designate your donation to a speci�c area:
scholarships/classroom grants/greatest need.

2) Venmo @swschoolsfoundation
-Search for @swschoolsfoundation or scan the QR code (pictured below) to send payment.

3) Mail check to Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation at P.O Box 509, Sedro-Woolley, WA
98284

We invite you to join the Foundation in a partnership with the community to make a difference for
our children!

https://woolleycubs.com/cubsgive/


Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation Website

Sedro-Woolley Alumni and Schools Foundation
Sedro-Woolley is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

https://www.woolleycubs.com/

